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NEWSLETTER









     JANUARY 2011

FY 2012 BUDGET PREPARATION

At an October 26, 2010, Board of Supervisors Budget Committee meeting, County Executive Anthony Griffin presented an update on the developing FY 2012 County Budget. He explained that there are some signs of reviving economic health in Fairfax County and that a modest increase in General Fund revenue is projected, but emphasized that the future of the local economy is still uncertain:

· Northern Virginia is experiencing job growth each month since April 2010, compared to 2009.

· Fairfax County's unemployment rate was at 4.9% in August, 2010, down from a high of 5.5% in January and February 2010.

· Problems with the foreclosure process may stall housing recovery; serious delinquencies are on the rise.

· County experts are “cautiously optimistic” that residential real estate values have stabilized.

· Non-residential real estate seems to be stabilizing.

· A 2.4% ($78.3 million) increase in General Fund revenue is projected for FY 2012.

Based on the modest revenue increase, along with increased costs for debt service, utilities, and retirement benefits, the County is facing a projected FY 2012 revenue shortfall of $54.5 million. Mr. Griffin pointed out, however, that this forecast does not include an increase in the School Operating Transfer, any compensation increases, or any costs related to infrastructure. If compensation increases were included for both the County and Fairfax County Public Schools, the revenue shortfall would be about $163 million.

Once again, after substantial cuts in human services programs for FY 2010 and serious reductions in FY 2011, consumers and advocates will need to assess the impact of potential reductions for FY 2012 and speak out to protect our most vulnerable populations.

For more information, go to the County website, www.fairfaxcounty.gov, and click on “Budget.” Under FY 2012 Budget, click on “FY 2012 – 2014 Budget Forecast Presentation to Board of Supervisors (October 26, 2010).”

FY 2012 BUDGET SCHEDULE

The FY 2012 Advertised Budget will be presented by the County Executive at the Board of Supervisors meeting on Tuesday, February 22, 2011. The Board's Budget Hearings will be March 29, 30, and 31, in the Board Auditorium. Starting times have not yet been announced; see the County website for updated information. To testify, call the Clerk to the Board at 703-324-3151; TTY703-324-3903. You can also sign up to speak on the County's website. Go to www.fairfaxcounty.gov/bosclerk and follow the directions. If you are planning to testify, check on the starting time a few days before the hearings. In some years the times have been changed to accommodate large numbers of speakers.

The Board's Budget Mark-Up will be on April 12, with adoption on April 26.

Pat Harrison, Deputy County Executive for Human Services, will present a FY 2012 Budget Briefing at a special Alliance for Human Services Meeting on Thursday, March 10, at 7:30 pm, in Room 232 at the Government Center. More details will follow in another mailing.

The Alliance will do its best to send you timely information about the FY 2012 Budget and advocacy opportunities. Please check the Alliance for Human Services website for updated material: www.fairfaxalliance.org.

If you have access to the Internet, the best way to keep track of the FY 2012 Budget will be to go to the County website, www.fairfaxcounty.gov. Once the Budget has been released on February 22, it will be given prominence on the Home Page. You can also go directly to the Department of Management and Budget at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dmb. Reference copies of the budget will be available at Fairfax County Libraries.

Communicating with Board members is very effective. To find the name, address,l phone number, and email address of each member of the Board of Supervisors, look for the “Our Government” heading on the County website Home Page,and then click on “Board of Supervisors.”

DUES ARE DUE

If an Alliance membership form is enclosed with your newsletter, then according to our records you have not yet renewed your Alliance membership for 2010-11. Please use this form to renew as soon as possible. As you know, the Alliance depends entirely on dues and donations to fund its work. We need your support and your voice. If we have made an error, and you have renewed, we apologize. Please let us know by emailing Marlene Blum at blummw@hotmail.com.
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GOVERNOR'S BUDGET AMENDMENTS

Virginia has a biennial budget system. The biennial budget is enacted into law in even-numbered years, and amendments to it are enacted in odd-numbered years. Thus, the current budget for the 2010-2012 biennium was adopted by the 2010 General Assembly. Amendments to this 2-year budget will be considered by the General Assembly during its 2011 session, which will convene on January 12.

On December 17, 2010, at a joint meeting of the Senate Finance, House Finance, and House Appropriations Committees, Governor McDonnell presented his amendments to the 2010-2012 biennial budget. The Governor's proposed amendments include:

· A reduction of $5 million in FY 2012 to eliminate funding for non-mandated services for comprehensive services for at-risk youth and families (Comprehensive Services Act, or CSA).

· A reduction of $3.9 million in FY 2012 in state contributions for services provided in public schools under CSA.

· A reduction of $7.5 million in FY 2012 resulting from an increase in the local match rate for Therapeutic Foster Care Services under CSA.

· A reduction of $357,000  in FY 2012 resulting from a 6% reduction in rates for community-based residential behavioral services for children.

· An additional $2.4 million in FY 2012 to restore a pending rate reduction for the auxiliary grant program (for low-income residents of assisted living facilities).

· An additional $1.8 million in FY 2011 and $2.6 million in FY 2012 for the Unemployed Parent (UP) Program. This is a cash assistance program for low-income two-parent families to ensure that their most basic subsistence needs are met.

· An additional $5 million in FY 2012 to modify the 3% reduction in nursing facility operating rates scheduled to take effect in FY 2012. This amendment would change the reduction to 2%.

For more details, go to the website of the Virginia Department of Planning and Budget: www.dpb.state.va.us.

HOW TO GET LEGISLATIVE INFORMATION

The 2011 General Assembly (GA) will convene on January 12 and adjourn on February 26. Following are several useful websites for monitoring the General Assembly and tracking legislation and budget amendments:

GENERAL ASSEMBLY HOME PAGE:

http://legis.state.va.us
Provides links to Governor's budget and GA amendments. Includes session and committee schedules and calendars, GA members' phone numbers and email addresses. Bills can be tracked from this site.

LEGISLATIVE INFORMATION SYSTEM:

http://leg1.state.va.us
Lists bills by sponsors and subject; has other legislative information.

OFFICIAL VA HOME PAGE: www.virginia.gov

Information on all state agencies, all branches of government, links to the Governor and to local and federal websites and agencies.

CONTACT LEGISLATORS

During the session, the mailing address for all legislators is: General Assembly Building, 910 Capitol Square, Richmond,VA 23219. Email addresses and telephone numbers are listed on the General Assembly website (see above). Another way to send emails to legislators is to follow the directions for the “Who's My Legislator” function on the General Assembly Home Page.

The toll-free “Constituent Viewpoint Hotline” has been discontinued. 

CONTACT THE GOVERNOR

Governor Robert F. McDonnell

Patrick Henry Building, 3rd Floor

1111 East Broad Street

Richmond, VA 23219

Phone: 804-786-2211

Fax: 804-371-6351

TTY/TDD: 804-371-8015

You can also email the Governor by going to www.governor.virginia.gov. Follow the directions for sending an email.

MEET WITH LEGISLATORS NOW

Human services advocates will have several opportunities to meet with influential legislators before the General Assembly session begins on January 12.

On Thursday, January 6, at 10 am, the Senate Finance Committee and the House Appropriations Committee will jointly host a regional public hearing to receive comments on the Governor's proposed amendments to the 2010-12 State Budget, at the Fairfax County Government Center, 12000 Government Center Parkway, Fairfax. Those wishing to speak may register at the Government Center no earlier than 9 am. Comments should be limited to 3 minutes.

On Saturday, January 8, at 9 am, the Fairfax Delegation to the General Assembly will hold a public hearing in the Board Auditorium at the Fairfax County Government Center, 12000 Government Center Parkway, Fairfax. Speakers may address any issues that will come before the 2011 General Assembly. Call the Clerk to the Board (by noon on January 7) at 703-324-3151 to register to speak, or sign up on-line at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/bosclerk. Comments should be limited to 3 minutes.

A MESSAGE FROM YOUR CHAIR

As we all know, tough times continue for human services and the people they reach. Until employment grows substantially, and until the needs of our most vulnerable people are met, we advocates must be strong in both our messages and our resolve. This is true at the federal, state, and local level.

At all three levels, we are likely to hear calls for increased cuts to “discretionary spending” even as jurisdictional resources diminish. It is essential that we convey the message that budget cutters should not slash programs that support vulnerable people who have no other means of obtaining those resources. While we certainly would not state that human service delivery could not be more efficient and targeted, cutting such services broadside is unwise for our communities. Thus, our first tenet for the next year will be: We should preserve essential human services and make further investments in our people’s potential, i.e. investments in human capital. 
Over the coming months, we will carefully analyze the Fairfax County budget for its impact on our community. (Watch this space, our email alerts, newsletters, and website for further information).

At the state level, we are addressing the following issues:

· Adopting a pilot program to provide rental assistance for working families. This would help low-income workers’ families to afford housing, enable family and employment stability, and clear space in the homeless shelters for those who truly need it.

· Protecting Medicaid for the neediest by restoring cuts made in FY2011 and rescinding the cuts planned for FY2012. Virginia’s Medicaid program is one of the most restrictive in the nation, ranking 48th in per capita Medicaid spending, even though we are seventh in per capita income. The additional cuts in provider payments would likely result in even more provider refusal to accept Medicaid patients.

· Opting out of TANF’s ban on assistance to convicted drug felons and their families. The current lifetime ban unfairly targets these needy families and encourages recidivism, rather than successful transitions to law-abiding, productive citizenship.

· Indexing TANF payment inflation adjustments. The current rate of $3840 for a family of three is only about one-fifth of the federal poverty income level. This indexing can be funded from the federal TANF Block Grant. 

Finally, we invite you to share your thoughts with us by sharing them directly with me (azuvekas@verizon.net) or by attending or volunteering for the Alliance Board. We’d love to hear from you!










Ann Zuvekas, Chair

SALT GEARS UP FOR STATE ADVOCACY

As the 2011 General Assembly session gets underway, AHS is joining with other advocacy groups like SALT (Social Action Linking Together) in focusing on state issues. SALT, a 1,000 member advocacy group that has been successful in influencing public policy benefiting Virginia's low income families, is working on a number of initiatives that address critical issues of poverty and homelessness. The Alliance urges you to check out their website for more information: www.S-A-L-T.org. You can also contact SALT Coordinator John Horejsi at jhorejsi@cox.net.

